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As I write the tulips are at their peak, many of them making large clumps year on 

year.  It is often recommended that, since they tend not to show up for a second or 

third year, it is best to plant fresh every year.  As the pictures here show, that has 

not been my experience, and I only buy fresh where there is a distinct gap to fill 

(not caused by the demise of the previous bulbs!)  Is there any special secret?  Not 

really.  I can only say that I plant the bulbs very deep initially, by which I mean at 

least 9” down.  This means that they are less likely to be damaged by digging or 

planting when they are out of sight, but it also seems to encourage them to bulk up 

albeit rather gradually.   

It may also be the case that some 

varieties are better for “grouping” in 

this way.  Ballerina for example and 

Apeldoorn seem to fare well in this 

regard. This year however I have had 

my first experience of Fire Blight.  

Three containers have been affected 

and I am sure it is pure coincidence 

that all were red tulips.  More 

significantly perhaps they were 

planted shallowly and, for once, fairly 

early. We are often advised that late 

and deep planting even into November is the best way of avoiding Fire Blight. 

Perhaps that is good advice.  Once the disease is present it is progressive and 

gradually apparently healthy looking plants begin to keel over until the whole 

container is bare. 

What are your own experiences, both good and bad?  Some interactive 

correspondence for the newsletter would be good and could help other members 

who may be struggling to build up impressive displays of tulips.  And what about 

some photographs showing good combinations with other plants?  Wallflowers 

and myosotis are good old favourites, but there are so many other possibilities that 

some of you will have thought of.  Let’s try and share them. 

Like many of you I am sure, I have sometimes balked at paying what seems like a 

great deal of money for a very small plant.  £18 for a bulb of Galanthus plicatus 
‘Wendy’s Gold’???  I now have clumps of it and it was worth every penny.  A similar 

price for a diminutive Trillium georgianum??? (spotted at ELM a couple of years 

ago) “Oh I don’t know, have I got quite the right conditions, and it’s so small a 

knowledgeable mollusc could polish it off over night!”  I went to have another look 

at it in the middle of the afternoon, and then again near to close of play when I took 

the plunge and bought.  To my joy it has reappeared this year, its second in my 

Chairman’s Letter 
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garden (see picture).   It is still only a single 

growth and by nature very small, but a little 

charmer nevertheless.  And just think how long 

it took to grow to be large enough to sell. I guess 

it was worth it though it may still be a bit 

vulnerable. 

Looking back, as I do when writing these pieces, 

there seems to be a clear pattern emerging of 

cold springs that delay what we have regarded 

as the ‘normal’ time for temperatures to climb.  I 

noticed this in both 2014 and 2015, and it has 

been the same this year. The issue has been the 

same as well – the difficulty of propagating perennial plants and preparing good 

plants for our two early plant sales at East Lambrook and West Monkton.  Somehow 

we manage to come up with some good stuff, but from my own point of view I am 

aware that there are several groups of plants that were not ready and so the range 

that we can offer is perhaps a bit limited.  One way around this might be to take a 

two year perspective and propagate when the stock is at the right stage with a view 

to growing on for the following year.  Some of us may do this to some extent, not 

least with seed-raised plants but perhaps climate change (which gets blamed for 

almost anything!) may be causing us to do more of it.  Food for thought. 

ELM was of course struck this year by a violent storm in the afternoon and we had 

to draw stumps early, but not before one nursery had its gazebo blown down, with 

plants, labels and even the cash box blown into the hedge.  Others too had to take 

emergency measures to protect their plants and equipment.  This is the first time in 

five years that we have had such difficult conditions.  The foot fall was down (just 

over 400) but yet the nurseries did remarkably well, because the people who came 

were determined buyers.  It was an anxious time all round and I must thank all of 

our members for plant material they produced (good stuff too, please keep it up) 

and for their help on the day.  Mike Werkmeister, who was understandably more 

anxious than anyone, certainly appreciated all that we did.   

The significant development this year will be our new joint venture with Forde 

Abbey on 24 September.  The stakes for this are high if we want it to become a 

successful annual fixture.  That is the aim, and arrangements so far are going well, 

with 22 bookings including our own table.  I have a few other avenues to pursue so 

we could well finish up with more than 25 exhibitors, including woodworking and 

basket making attractions.  Not bad for a first time attempt!  As with ELM we’ll be 

looking for good seasonal plants to sell as well as help on the HPS table.  Let us 

hope our gazebo won’t become airborne. 

Also coming up on Friday 1 July in the evening at West Monkton is the extra talk by 

Mary Toomey.  Her name may not be well known to everyone, not least because 
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she is based in Ireland.  But those who have heard her will testify that she is a 

commanding speaker who is rather special.  Mary’s subject is ‘Plants with 

Impressive Pedigrees’ so we can be sure to be hearing about some classy plants. 

Please do everything you can to spread word of the event, support it yourselves 

and bring as many of your friends as possible.  

I realise it is a Friday evening when some of you may be addicted to Monty Don.  

But it’s a ‘no-brainer’ – you’ll be better off with Mary Toomey, so just record Monty 

Don and go back to him later and get the best of both worlds.  The buffet and a 

drink afterwards will make it a social event, with the opportunity to chat to Mary 

(assuming she doesn’t have to dash off for a flight back to Dublin).  All in all it 

should be a very worthwhile evening so please come and enjoy it. I look forward to 

seeing as many as possible of you and your friends as possible on the day. 

Roy Stickland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome the following hardy planters to the Somerset Group: 

Helen Sherborne, Pill 

David & Melissa Jordan, North Curry 

Pauline Foster, West Monkton 

Elizabeth Gibbs & Paul Newman, East Lydford 

Jacqui Franks, Taunton 

Gillian Hallett, Charlynch 

Hilary Dunn & Mike Weiler, Crewkerne 

New Members 
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Please refer to this and future Newsletters or the website http://hps-

somerset.btck.co.uk/ for further details and booking slips.  Location maps or 

directions will be supplied following booking a place on an event. 

All meetings at West Monkton Village Hall are free to members (except Friday 1 

July), but there is a modest levy of £2 for each visitor/guest.  The Group will have a 

plant stall and a book stall at most of the lecture meetings listed, plus the ‘Plant and 

Flower of the Month’ competition. 

All coach trips and garden visits must be pre-booked with Janet Murley: 

Tel: 01884 820840 or email:  janet.murley@btinternet.com. 

 

 

FRI 1 JULY EVENING LECTURE & BUFFET 

At West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield, 6:30pm for 7:00pm.   

Mary Toomey - “Plants with Impressive Pedigrees”  

This promises to be one of the most exciting talks 

of the year!  Mary is an internationally renowned 

speaker and is passionate about instilling her 

knowledge and enthusiasm to others.  She was 

editor of The British Clematis Society journal for 

many years and is the only female honorary Fellow 

of the International Clematis Society.  Her interests 

now lie in being curator of the Alzheimer Society 

garden in Dublin where she now lives, along with 

the mentoring of students from the School of 

Horticulture.   

After the talk we will be having a drink and a 

buffet, so everyone will have a chance to meet and 

talk to Mary. 

(Admission: HPS Somerset Group members £3.00, non-members £5.00.) 

 

2016 Programme -2nd Half 
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TUE 5 July COACH TRIP 

Fibrex Nurseries, holders of the National Collections of Pelargoniums and 

Hedera, where we will be given a tour. 

 

& Kiftsgate Court Gardens 

  

A 4-acre privately owned garden created by present owner’s grandmother after 

World War 1 with sunken garden covered in bulbs, Rosa filipes ‘Kiftsgate’ with other 

old and species roses, wisteria and hydrangea, Japanese maples plus a pool of black 

water reflecting a foliage sculpture.  
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SUN 7 AUGUST PLANT SWAP & LUNCH 

This year’s event will be hosted by Helen and Stuart Senior at Creech St. Michael, 

near Taunton.  You will be able to inspect the trees and shrubs that Stuart talked 

about at our January meeting and stroll round the garden which Helen has been 

creating over the past few years (her gravel garden was featured in June 2015’s 

Newsletter).  Numbers are strictly limited to 30. 

 

WED 7 SEPTEMBER SELF-DRIVE VISIT 

Mapperton House & Gardens, Dorset 

  

  

Voted the Nation’s Finest Manor House by Country Life in 2006 and the location of 

the 2015 film ‘Far from the Madding Crowd’.  The home of the Earl and Countess of 

Sandwich, Mapperton is a glorious C17 sandstone manor house and romantic 

valley garden deep in a lost Dorset combe among tumbling hills and 

unspoiled countryside.  Fifteen acres of gardens descend from the 

croquet lawn, through the formal topiary down to the wild garden.  

The Italianate garden was laid out in the 1920s and a wild garden in 

the 1950s.  We will be given a tour of the house and will then be free 

to explore the gardens. 
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SAT 17  SEPTEMBER 50/50 PLANT SALE & LECTURE 

At West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield 

Plant sale commences at 10:00am, Lecture at 11.00am.  

Janet Buist - "Salvias: their History and Cultivation" 

Janet has a small salvia nursery in Cambridge 

(Pennycross Plants) and will be bringing 

plants for sale, so this will be a great 

opportunity for all you Salvia enthusiasts to 

add to your collection! 

Salvia × sylvestris 'Mainacht' 

 

 

SAT 24 SEPTEMBER HPS SOMERSET AUTUMN PLANT FAIR 

At Forde Abbey, 10:00am – 4:00pm.  

Inaugural event! 

Please visit the website nearer the time for a list of 

nurseries attending. 

 

TUE 18 OCTOBER SELF-DRIVE VISIT 

Minterne House & Gardens, Dorset 

 

We will be given a talk and a tour of the house and will be able to examine Joseph 

Hooker’s planting plans.  We will be given lunch and then have plenty of time to 

explore the garden and arboretum with its Autumn colour. 
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SAT 22 OCTOBER LECTURE 

At West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield, 10.30am for 11.00am.  

Mark Walsh – “Crocosmias and Eucomis” 

Mark has bred some outstanding crocosmias at Trecanna 

Nursery and will be bringing plants for sale.  Ruth Boundy has 

bought some of his crocosmias and says that they really are 

smashing: “not thugs and really lovely colours”. 

 

SAT 19 NOVEMBER AGM & LECTURE 

At West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield 10.00am for 10.30am AGM and 
11.15am lecture.  

Wolfgang Bopp – “The History of Hilliers Arboretum and the Centenary 

Border” 

Wolfgang is the director of Hilliers so this 

promises to be a super talk by the top man!  He is 

not charging anything for the talk but will 

gratefully accept a contribution to the Bursary 

fund for young trainees at Hilliers.  Most 

members will have visited the Arboretum and 

will know what a wonderful place it is, so it will 

be fascinating to hear its history.  The Centenary 

Border is a wonderful example of an herbaceous 

border ... and everything is labelled! 

 

All trips and visits must be pre-booked 

If you would like to book places on any of the trips and visits, complete and return 

the entire enclosed Booking Sheet.  As you will see from the Booking Sheet, you can 

receive the Joining Instructions for each event either by email or by post.  To 

receive these details by email, simply fill in your email address on the Booking 

Sheet even if you believe I already have a note of it.  If you choose this option, 

not only will I email your Joining Instructions prior to each event, but I will also send 

you an email confirming your booking.  If you prefer this option PLEASE print your 

name clearly and remember to advise me of any change to your email address.  

Should you wish to receive this information by post, PLEASE remember to send me 

TWO SAE for EACH event you wish to attend. 

Janet Murley 
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A reminder about our cancellation policy.  There will be no refund of either coach or 

pre-paid entrance fees unless a replacement participant can be found.  The only 

exception will be for "serious" illness if the organiser is notified before the visit.  

Amounts of less than £10 will not be refunded under any circumstances. 

 

  

 

First they make great companions for tropical or hot planting schemes.  But there is 

the great difference that whilst dahlias are easy enough to lift and store over winter 

a banana can become totally impractical to dig up year on year.  Another solution is 

needed. 

During the growing season I support my dahlias with cylinders of agricultural stock 

fencing, which avoids the need for umpteen canes and miles of garden string and 

looks a lot better into the bargain.  At the end of the season the supports are freed 

for any other possible use, whilst the removal of the dahlias leaves the banana very 

exposed and vulnerable to frost damage. The plant is Ensete glauca, and not the 
slightly more hardy Musa basjoo, so some protection is advisable. 

 At risk of being branded an heretic, I now turn my 

attention to clumps of Miscanthus and think that it 

is time it was all cut down.  I know you can leave it 

until early spring and get some pretty pictures with 

frosty outlines, but consider this.   If I cut the 

banana leaf stalks half-way down so that the leaves 

fall against the trunk and then slip a couple of 

dahlia supports over the banana, one on top of the 

other, I can then fill the space around the banana 

with Miscanthus stems, tying a bunch on top like a 

coolie hat.  The banana is then snug and my 

experience of the last couple of years is that it is 

well protected and comes out unscathed in the 

spring.  The Miscanthus stems are hard and so 

don't easily decompose so there is little risk of fungal or bacterial infection, so it 

serves a better purpose (for the banana) than trying to compost it, for which you 

need to shred it first anyway.  And with two dahlia supports to lend a hand I can get 

a good two metres of insulation - and a very happy banana! 

Roy Stickland 

Cancellation Policy 

What on earth have dahlias got to do with bananas? 
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Flower and Pot Plant of the Month Competition 

 

 

 

The 50/50 Plant Sale prior to the lecture at our September meetings continues to 

prove popular so we'll be repeating it this year.  The Group keeps half the money 

taken and returns the other half to the seller.  The hall will be open from 9.40am to 

10.10am to receive your plants to sell.  Please ensure that each one has two 

identical labels bearing the name of the plant, your name and the price.  One will 

be removed so that the amount you are owed can be totted up and given to you at 

the end of the meeting, when you can also remove any unsold plants and your 

labels (tip: use pencil on labels so that they may be reused).  Selling will begin at 

10.20am and finish at 11.00am. Offers of help with selling on the day will be most 

welcome. The Committee reserves the right to restrict the number of plants 

accepted for sale if demand and space so require.  However this has not been 

necessary at our previous sales. 

Jane Hunt 

 

 

 

The rules of the competition are as follows.  Members are invited to bring a flower 

and/or a pot plant to each of our seven meetings at West Monkton Village Hall 

throughout the calendar year.  The entries will be judged by our guest speakers and 

the top three in each section will be awarded points: 3 for 1st, 2 for 2nd and 1 for 3rd.  

Points will be accumulated during the year and the overall winners will receive 

gardening vouchers as their prize. 

For the flower section the requirement is a single flower (usually displayed in a 

vase) if that is how the plant grows, e.g. a narcissus or a dahlia.  If it is a flowering 

shrub, for example with clusters of flowers along the stem, then it is the whole stem 

that you display.  The point is that it is not a flower arranging exhibit, so multiple 

blooms or stems are not what we are looking for.  If you are an Ikebana fiend then 

you'll know, of course, that even a single bloom may be displayed 

very artistically! 

For the pot plant section much the same rule applies. The 

requirement is for a single plant in a pot.  For a plant that naturally 

produces little offsets all around the central growth, as many 

succulents do, you do not have to remove all the offsets! 

50/50 Plant Sale, 17 September 
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Visit to Aberglasney and 

The National Botanic Garden of Wales 

 

 

 

The day began with beautiful weather and a very nice coach driver taking us to 

Aberglasney first. 

What a wonderful garden 

this is, full of interesting 

plants.  We were met by 

Joseph Atkins, the head 

gardener, who gave us a 

lovely talk last year about 

the garden.  He must be 

one of the most 

enthusiastic gardeners 

ever!  The early spring 

planting was so well 

done with really lovely 

colour schemes.  Soft 

yellows in the first area 

and the walled garden, which was designed by Penelope Hobhouse, had the most 

beautifully clipped topiary cones.  These must be really difficult to keep well 

maintained. 

The sunken garden had a burnt orange and soft red colour palette: really striking.  

In the areas outside the walled gardens, it was good to see pulmonarias used as 

ground cover.  Because of the two metres of rainfall, these can be used in full sun.   

There was a good selection of magnolias around and about, some were rare and 

others not.  Lovely to see a good cross section.  In the woodland garden, trilliums 

and shortias were used.  How great to see the more unusual plants. 

The garden was beautifully maintained.  I didn't see any areas which were weedy.  

The staff must work so hard to keep this lovely garden looking so good.  The house, 

which has only been partly restored, has a central area which has been roofed over 

in glass.  Inside, the area has been planted with wonderful tropical plants.  Lots of 

green plants, giving a quiet feel.  The only down side was the odd orchid which had 

been planted to "give colour".  I felt this jarred rather.  I understand visitors do like 

colour, but sometimes green is best! 

I will certainly be paying a visit to this garden again for a day.  There is a nice cafe 

serving what looked like delicious food!  Always a good excuse to pay another visit! 

Now for the Botanic Garden of Wales.  I must say I was not over impressed by the 

garden part, but the dome, for which it is so well known, is something very special.   
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HPS Conservation Scheme 

 

It is arranged by country and is generally a dry, Mediterranean climate and covered 

areas such as South Africa and Australia.  The planting was really brilliant and it was 

so good to see plants growing in a natural way.  I was particularly impressed by the 

specie pelargoniums.  They were looking so healthy and I feel so guilty expecting 

mine to grow in my conservatory in pots! 

I also visited the tropical house.  This was jammed packed with wonderful plants all 

looking so well.  It really is downright cruel trying to grow these plants in our 

homes! 

Ruth Boundy 

 

 

 

Following the talk by the (then) Co-ordinator, Helen Mount, in January there has 

been some interest shown in participating.  This is an important part of the Hardy 

Plant Society’s objectives and it would be good for us to sign up as a group, and 

play our part in identifying good garden plants that are in danger of being lost to 

cultivation, propagating them and distributing them so that they are widely 

available and saved from oblivion.  Part of the process is to get good authentic 

information about the plant’s provenance and be sure that it really is what it 

purports to be. 

The case of Erysimum cheiri ‘Baden Powell’ illustrates some interesting aspects of 

this.  There is only one supplier of this cultivar listed in The Plant Finder, so it is 

eligible for consideration in the Conservation Scheme, but when was it introduced, 



 15 

and by whom and what was the origin of the plant material that we now have?  I 

contacted Michael Wickenden of Cally Gardens from whom I bought my plant, who 

said that he couldn’t answer the questions I was asking and referred me to Simon 

Weeks, the National Collection holder who had provided him with his stock.  Simon 

Weeks said that, on the contrary, his stock had come from Michael Wickenden!  He 

went on to say that, for him, it was not the best of growers and there was a 

suspicion that it may be the more generally available ‘Harpur Crewe’ in disguise.  

This of course is important, since the Conservation Scheme needs to be sure that 

what they are propagating and distributing is exactly what it says it is, otherwise we 

would be further confusing an already tricky and confused situation. 

It has been intriguing to follow this through, 

but I must emphasise that it will be the local 

Group Co-ordinator who will do this research 

and once it is done the task of members would 

be to take plant material that has been 

authenticated, propagate it, ensure that it 

remains correctly labelled, keep a basic record 

of its hardiness, growth habits, garden-

worthiness etc and participate in its 

distribution to the wider world.  As a result of 

my own interest in the scheme I now have a 

thriving plant of Erysimum ‘Bloody Warrior’, 

which is very hard to find and a stunning plant 

(see photo).  YES, I will be propagating it!  This 

is just one example and I hope other members 

will agree that it is both important and 

fascinating, with considerable potential 

benefits. 

The situation on ‘Baden Powell’ at the moment is that I am in touch with both the 

Botany Department and the Lindley Library of the RHS to see whether it can be 

authenticated before I propose it for the Conservation Scheme.  I was also able to 

make contact with John Grimshaw who couldn’t find any information about ‘Baden 

Powell’ from his vast reference sources and tends to agree with Simon Weeks that it 

may not be a distinct cultivar.  So, if there is a member who is growing E. ‘Harpur 
Crewe’, would they – in the interests of science – be prepared to let me have a plant 

to grow alongside ‘Baden Powell’ to see if there are any apparent differences?   

Please get in touch with me if you want to help get to the bottom of this 

conundrum.  In return I’ll give you a plant of ‘Baden Powell’ and you too can do the 

comparison in your own garden.   

Roy Stickland 



 16 

Committee  

 

 

Chairman: 

Roy Stickland 

01934 843280 

herongates@hotmail.com 

 

 

Herongates, Horseleaze Lane 

Shipham 

WINSCOMBE 

BS25 1UQ 

 

Secretary: 

Jane Hunt 

01934 732441 

hunt.frogshole1@btinternet.com 

 

Frogs Hole Farm 

Brinscombe, Weare 

AXBRIDGE 

BS26 2LH 

 

Treasurer, Membership 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor: 

Stuart Senior 

01823 442344 

stuart_senior@msn.com 

 

Court Barton, Bull Street 

Creech St Michael 

TAUNTON 

TA3 5PW 

 

Speakers: 

Ruth Boundy 

01823 668678 

rubyfield@btinternet.com 

 

5 Greenway Road 

Rockwell Green 

WELLINGTON 

TA21 9DE 

 

Visits etc: 

Sandra Macqueen 

01934 843363 

sandra@enamelsandra.co.uk 

 

105 The Lynch 

WINSCOMBE 

BS25 1AR 

 

Visits etc: 

Janet Murley 

01884 820840 

janet.murley@btinternet.com 

 

Marigold Cottage 

Whitnage 

TIVERTON 

EX16 7DT 

 

 

 


