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A long cold Spring seems to have given way to alternating periods of 

welcome sunshine and warmth followed by reversion to colder, cloudy 

weather.  If my plants aren’t confused by it, I certainly am.  It was when I came 

to tot up the results of a local plant sale for one of my choirs that I realised 

the impact.  Despite a very busy and successful morning on the day of the 

sale, the overall results were down compared with last year. The reason was 

that last year I had made a significant amount with pre-sales, i.e. plants that 

were ready to sell and wouldn’t wait until the day, so they were sold in 

advance.   

This year that early benefit was virtually non-existent.  Then came the bursts 

of warmer weather and the plants began to catch up.  I’d be interested to 

know whether other people have found that after the sprint, the flowering 

has not lasted as long as we might 

expect.  Narcissi particularly were 

very short-lived and other spring 

flowering plants such as 

erythroniums and some 

pulmonaria and corydalis were 

similarly affected.  But guess what.  

The weeds have simply piled on 

the energy regardless and already 

are busy seeding.  No two years are 

ever the same and that is both the 

challenge and the pleasure of 

gardening. 

There were however, some sad 

losses which were the result of two 

separate spells of sub-zero 

temperatures together with a very 

cold, dessicating wind. I did not 

protect a batch of fine plants of 

Lobelia tupa.  The plants that are 

well established in the garden, 

however, looked as though the 

crowns had turned to mush, but I 

Chairman’s Letter 

Lobelia tupa 
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was later relieved to see fresh new shoots emerging from lower down.  It is a 

plant I would not want to be without.   

Another interesting story is the apparent demise 

of my banana, Ensete glauca, about which I 

wrote in a previous newsletter (Banana Saga) as 

it became too big and too heavy to get under 

cover each winter, so it had to take its chance in 

the open ground.  Despite a certain amount of 

protection, the second ‘freeze up’ turned the 

four 8 to 9 foot stems to mush and we cut them 

off at ground level.  In the last few days the 

younger stems have started to show signs of 

new growth.  I remember being told by an RHS 

adviser that the growth buds are right at the 

base of the stem and not way aloft where the 

leaves emerge.  Seems he was right!  So I am not 

giving up hope for the three clumps of my 

beloved Amicia zygomeris which are now very 

late to show up. 

Our friendly nurserymen and women seem to have defied these difficult 

conditions, as we saw at ELM at the end of March, when the range and quality 

of plants was fully up to standard, with numbers on the gate rising to just 

over 900.  In this regard it was our best-ever and I must thank all those 

members who helped either on the gate or on our own table. Thanks too, to 

all who donated plants.  Please make a note of the next plant fair, our first at 

Lower Severalls, on Sunday 8 July.  Here we shall not be required to man the 

gate, but we will need a few volunteers to help at the Group table and will 

also need some plants just as we do for ELM. Thanks to those who have 

already volunteered to help.  It will be helpful if everyone will do everything 

possible to spread the word to ensure that the event will be the beginning of 

a fruitful collaboration. 

Sadly I must mention the loss of two members.  Hazel Braund came regularly 

to our meetings and sat with Jean Brewer at the entrance, running the raffle 

and getting you all to sign in on arrival.  They both went quietly about the 

job and presented a welcoming face to all our visitors.  Hazel has not been 

well for some time and her husband died not very long ago.  Sadly she has 

now died as well.  She will be missed. 

Amicia zygomeris 
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Secondly, Lyn Spencer-Mills died last December.  She and Ken were very keen 

members and regularly attended meetings.  The now popular ‘Plant of the 

Month’ feature was Lyn’s suggestion and she ran it until she was no longer 

able to attend.  She has given us a handsome silver cup which will be 

presented annually to the winner of the cut flower class.  She was a 

knowledgeable and very committed gardener and a member of several other 

gardening organisations.  For many years she opened her garden under the 

NGS and chaired the Somerset Federation of Garden Clubs.  On page 6 we 

reprint, with permission, an appreciation by Pip Harwood, Secretary of the 

Somerset Federation, which reflects the regard in which she was held by 

others as well as by her friends in the Hardy Plant Society. 

We have been joined on the committee this year by new members; Maralyn 

Norman, Caroline Reeves and Pauline Foster.  I am pleased to record the tasks 

that they have agreed to take on.  Maralyn will take over from Ruth Boundy 

as Speakers Secretary, Caroline takes over the important job of Membership 

Secretary from Stuart and Pauline takes on publicity which until now has 

been done on an ad hoc basis by myself, Jane, Stuart and Marion Jay.  It is 

very good news to have a clearer focus at a time when so much of our success 

depends on effective publicity.   

We are still looking for someone to take over from Stuart as Newsletter Editor.  

There is now a wonderful format and a clearly established process for this, 

and most of the job can be done at home.  Stuart will be happy to provide a 

careful handover, but his role as the National Society’s Treasurer makes it 

important that he should off-load this job urgently. 

And we are also still looking for someone to take over from me as Chairman.  

November, and the AGM, will be upon us before we know it and I would like 

to have my successor nominated before then.  Please talk around with other 

members and, if you are unable to take on the job yourself, consider who you 

would like to see in the job, talk to them to persuade them to accept 

nomination.  In other words, please become active in trying to find a 

successor, and remember there is no right or wrong way to tackle the job.  

Whoever does it will do it their own way.  I have much enjoyed my time as 

chairman (whether you have all enjoyed it equally is possibly a moot point!) 

but it really is now time for someone else to put their own stamp on the 

running of the Group.  I look forward to supporting whoever that may be. 

Roy Stickland 
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Lyn Spencer-Mills 

President SFGC, 2011 to 2017 

This is a piece I had not expected to write.  Lyn passed away in 

December 2017 and Somerset lost one of its most vibrant 

horticulturists and the Federation one of its greatest supporters. 

Joining the committee in 1991 when the Federation had 76 

affiliated members she was a tireless force in its development to its 

present position of over 230 clubs.  What was striking about Lyn was 

her capacity to be active in doing things and getting them done. 

The design and creation of her and Ken's splendid garden, Hooper’s 

Holding in Hinton St George, were testament to her tenacity and 

determination to realise the plan from paper to perfection.  She 

always started by establishing a strong structure, her approach 

reflecting her scientific background.  She had a strong inclination to 

seek out and find the unusual and rose to the challenge of growing 

exotics, always with blooming success, never brooking failure.  

Most of what she grew had unpronounceable names but her 

beloved hedychiums, those ginger lilies, were a constant delight to 

her.  She and Ken, of course, held the National Collection for 

number of years, ceding them finally to the Bristol Zoological 

Gardens.   

Firmly committed to opening gardens to the public she supported 

the NGS for over 30 years. Another passion was cats, again those 

quirky Devon Rexes which she bred to become champion of 

champions, supporting the Cats Protection League all the while.  

Life for and with Lyn was never dull and she shared her enthusiasms 

all over the South-West region.  Her knowledge, experience and 

expertise were always available to everyone. She will be greatly 

missed 

Pip Harwood 
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We welcome the following hardy planters to the Somerset Group: 

Rachel Macdonald, Bampton 

Kay & Andrew Savage, Street 

Gill Bailey, Chideock 

Sally Cole, Wellington 

Catriona & Paul Toplis, Woolavington 

Joanna Forrester, Wiveliscombe 

Chris Baker, Kingston St. Mary 

Rowena Varley, Rockwell Green 

Lynda Whish, Exeter 

Jennie Reid, Norton Sub Hamdon 

Richard & Susan Dickinson, Taunton 

Denzil Sims, Dulverton 

Mr & Mrs F S Hill, Enmore 

 

 

 
Heligan © Roy Stickland (see page 18) 

  

New Members 
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The sixty-first Annual General Meeting and Lecture Day of the Hardy Plant Society 

was hosted by the Devon Group, and held at Petroc College in Tiverton on Saturday 

24 March.  About 100 delegates attended from 20 Groups. 

There were a number of nurseries present, and a members’ sales table run by the 

Devon Group.  There were also displays by the Shade and Woodland Group, the 

Variegated Plants Group, a sale of HPS booklets promoting, in particular, the new one 

of Ferns, and a stall where members could pick up left-over seeds from the Seed 

Exchange.   

There were two lectures, both by eminent and highly experienced plantsmen and 

nurserymen - Julian Sutton of Desirable Plants spoke in the morning and Nick Macer 

of Pan-Global Plants in the afternoon.   

The title of Julian's talk was 'For Us not Them,' and his theme was the somewhat 

vexed one (for gardeners) of the way in which plant names with which we are all very 

familiar suddenly get changed by the taxonomists (e.g. asters become 

symphyotrichum).  He argued that the point of having an accurate name is that we 

all - gardeners and scientists - need to know exactly what we are talking about.  As 

more research is done, our knowledge about relationships between various genera 

changes, and name change becomes necessary.  His wide-ranging and well-

illustrated talk covered many aspects of this subject.  A very informative and 

thought-provoking talk. 

The AGM took place after 

lunch.  The outgoing 

Chairman, Cathy Rollinson, 

welcomed us all and gave a 

brief report - her full report 

can be found in the February 

edition of the National 

newsletter.  She then took 

her leave, as her four-year 

term of office has expired.  

The new Chairman, Jan 

Vaughan of the 

Worcestershire Group, paid a 

very warm tribute to Cathy's 

work over the last four years.  Among other things, she has overseen the re-vamping 

of the website, and introduced the Society to social media - we now have around 

4,000 followers on Twitter and 2,800 on Facebook.  Roy Lancaster, our President, also 

paid tribute to Cathy's work. 

Hardy Plant Society AGM 2018 
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In terms of the business of the AGM, all the officers were re-elected, as were the six 

candidates for the six vacancies for Trustees.  And Cathy gave us the excellent news 

that the post of Marketing and Publicity Officer has been taken on by Anastasia 

Reynolds, of Northamptonshire, who is a professional marketing person. 

Nick Macer, in a talk titled 'Snow in Burma,’ described two of his latest plant-hunting 

trips to Northern Burma.  Of course, in this day and age, they bring back only 

photographs, but his group were able to record a number of species which had not 

been seen in that area before, and some which are completely new.  His photographs 

showed the spectacularly beautiful scenery, and also the hazards of being a plant-

hunter: some of the river bridges were not for the faint-hearted, and in some places 

there were not even bridges, and they had to wade through chest-high water.  The 

results, in terms of the amazing plants seen and photographed in their original 

habitats, were certainly worth it! 

In all, it was a most enjoyable day. 

Helen Senior 

PS Julian Sutton will be our guest lecturer on 15 September. 

 

 

 

  

A good year for paeonies 

Paeonia suffruticosa 'Cardinal Vaughan' Paeonia suffruticosa 'Renkaku' 
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A what? It is a propagator with a difference and the idea comes from hydroponics, a 

form of soilless culture using circulated water with added nutrients percolating 

through a neutral substrate in which the plants are growing.  Typically these have 

been pretty large commercial installations, though I have seen a smaller scale private 

system in which, among other plants, orchids were growing remarkably successfully.  

Over the years I have been intrigued by the theory but never found an opportunity 

to put it into practice – until I noticed an item in one of the usual greenhouse and 

horticultural bits and pieces catalogues. The idea had immediate appeal and, sucker 

that I am, I bought one. 

The Hydroprop consists of a black plastic tank 

filled with water warmed by an adjustable 

aquarium heater and containing a small pump 

and an array of spray nozzles at surface level 

projecting water nearly horizontally so that it 

plays on the underside of a tray containing foam 

discs with a central slot, cut to the outer perimeter 

to allow plant cuttings to be inserted with the 

base of the stem projecting into the constant 

spray from the nozzles.  The whole thing is 

surmounted by a transparent plastic dome with 

two adjustable ventilators.  The foam discs can be 

washed and reused but are easily replaceable 

when they get past it.  Nutrients are also available 

as an option depending on how long you want to 

leave the plant material in the propagator.  I prefer 

to use just clean water and pot the cuttings on as soon as they show enough of a 

viable root system. 

Wonderful!  But does it work?  Well, yes it does and for some plants it seems especially 

beneficial.  In the accompanying pictures three quite different sorts of cuttings are 

shown at the point they have been removed 

from the Hydroprop to be potted on into 

standard potting compost.  Xerochrysum (a 

tender perennial relative of the Helichrysum 

well known to many as an annual everlasting 

flower) and Argyranthemum seem to love the 

humid conditions and root strongly in 10 to 14 

days.  Unsurprisingly Impatiens, which are 

often rooted in a jam jar on the kitchen 

windowsill, also do very well.  This is particularly 

Have you thought about a ‘Hydroprop’? 
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helpful for I. bicaudata which can be tricky to overwinter as adult plants or even 

cuttings rooted in conventional rooting medium.  Even sad looking tips of stems that 

look as though the plant is about to die, root well even in December thereby 

providing assurance of a good stock of plants for the following Spring.  More 

surprisingly Erisymum, which tend to be rather woody, have succeeded and 

Chrysanthemums are easy and reliable. 

What about the downside though?  Unsurprisingly absolute cleanliness is 

paramount.  Broken or fading leaves are prone to fungal infection, flourishing in the 

warm humidity and romping through the confined space.  Don’t be put off.  This is 

easily prevented with frequent, preferably daily, monitoring.  And for cuttings with 

relatively large/soft leaves e.g. Xerochrysum it pays to reduce the length of lower 

leaves at the cutting stage to reduce the amount contact between neighbouring 

plants to maximise air space and reduce the risk of fungal infection.   

Whilst checking your cuttings don’t forget to gently lift the edge of the tray (not too 

much, or you’ll get gently sprayed!) to check the water level inside.  It will need 

topping up from time to time. It is also worth checking the suckers that hold the 

heater and the pump assembly in place.  They sometimes come adrift.  The sponge 

filter on the pump intake also needs to be taken off and rinsed in clean water from 

time to time.  It is surprising how much muck the filter intercepts. 

The positioning of the unit may be determined by the proximity of (damp proof!) 

electrical sockets. Mine is on greenhouse staging and I need to cover it with shading 

when the weather is warm and sunny, otherwise the cuttings can flag and take a 

while to recover.  I also like to leave the vents in the plastic dome open to maximise 

air flow, and on a daily basis I tilt the dome to one side to allow all the condensed 

water to drain back into the reservoir.  This prevents it dripping onto the leaves and 

setting up the fungal problem referred to above. 

I’m ambivalent about using the nutrient option mainly because it would be very 

unusual to fill all 40 slots (a much bigger version is also available!) with the same sort 

of cuttings and to leave them long enough to require nutrient before potting them 

on into conventional compost.  For this reason there is a sequence of different sorts 

being taken out at about the stage shown in the picture and replaced with further 

cuttings of whatever sort are wanted and happen to be ready to take.  

When potting on it is worth remembering that the dramatic change of environment 

will be a shock to the plant and it needs a bit of TLC to adapt.  I put mine in an ordinary 

propagating frame with a bit of bottom heat and shading for a week or so until the 

plant tells me it is feeling comfortable and ready to come out into the real world. In 

terms of vigour and subsequent growth I fancy the Hydroprop gives the plants a little 

bit of an edge over conventional propagation, but remember it will not suit some 

types of cutting and you’ll need to experiment to establish which ones are most 

worth propagating by this method.  I haven’t tried yet but I wouldn’t rate the chances 

of success with pelargoniums for example.  So, I still use the usual method with 
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sharply drained cutting compost – but I wouldn’t now want to be without my 

Hydropod. Despite the seemingly finnicky details I mention above it is really quite 

easy to use and maintain and the care and attention is worth the results it produces. 

Roy Stickland 

 

 

 

    

 Cercis canadensis 'Pink Pom Poms' Cercis racemosa 

Two cercis in my collection have flowered for the first time this year.  Cercis 
canadensis 'Pink Pom Poms' is an exceptional new Redbud cultivar bred by Denny 

Werner at North Carolina State University and introduced commercially in 2016.  It is 

the result of a cross between C. c. ‘Flame’ (usually sterile) and C. c. var. texensis 

‘Oklahoma’ which has given rise to this amazing new plant with wonderful pink 

double flowers sitting on the end of pink stalks which are reminiscent of pom poms 

dangling on strings.  The green heart-shaped leaves are glossy (inherited from the 

texensis parent). 

The second is Cercis racemosa.  This is unique within the cercis genus in that the 

flowers, which in themselves are not particularly striking, hang in racemes; hence the 

species name.  The racemes in a mature plant are up to 10cm long with 30 – 40 

flowers.  The species hails from Hupeh and Szechwan in China and was found by 

Henry in 1886 and introduced by Wilson in 1907.  It is still rather rare in cultivation 

although Nick Macer at Pan-Global Plants, from whom I got mine, can supply. 

Stuart Senior  

A good year for Cercis 
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Please refer to this and future Newsletters or the website https://somersethps.com/ 

for further details and booking slips.  Location maps or directions will be supplied 

following booking a place on an event. 

All meetings at West Monkton Village Hall are free to members but there is a modest 

levy of £2 for each visitor/guest (£5 for the meeting on 18 November).  The Group 

will have a plant stall and a book stall at most of the lecture meetings listed, plus the 

‘Plant and Flower of the Month’ competition. 

All trips and visits must be pre-booked 

A booking form is included with this newsletter.  Please note that the Iford Manor 

and Waterperry Gardens trips were included on the previous booking form – 

you may have already booked!  Even though the Roy Lancaster lecture is free to 

members, please book so that we can plan the catering. 

Janet Murley 

 

WED 20 JUNE COACH TRIP 

Iford Manor 

Harold Peto’s creation at Iford is a dream of a garden. Italianate in style and 

romantic in character, it combines beautiful garden buildings with broad walks, 

statues and pools, all set amid cypresses, wisteria and naturalised martagon 

lilies.  The steep hillside affords the visitor breath-taking views of the valley.  In 

addition, we will visit the private family garden during the day. 

   

  Photos © Martin Moyes 

2018 Programme -2nd Half 
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SUN 8 JULY HPS SOMERSET SUMMER PLANT FAIR 

At Lower Severalls, 10:00am – 4:00pm. 

Admission: £4.00, HPS & RHS Members: £3.50 

In a change of venue (previously listed as Hestercombe), our Summer Plant Fair 

will now be taking place in the beautiful setting of Lower Severalls Garden.  This is 

the first time the HPS has held a Plant Fair at Lower Severalls, and what a 

wonderful occasion it promises to be.  

 

SAT 23 JUNE 25th ANNIVERSARY LECTURE 

At West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield, 14:30 for 15:00 talk followed 
by refreshments.  

Roy Lancaster - “My Life with Plants” 

To celebrate the 25th anniversary year of the 

Somerset HPS Group, world-famous plantsman 

and President of the HPS Roy Lancaster will be 

coming to speak.  This talk commemorates the 

publication of his autobiography, ‘My Life with 

Plants’, a very personal book which takes us 

through the life of this Lancashire lad who became 

a renowned horticulturist. With lively anecdotes 

from his early days in horticulture and stirring tales 

of plant-hunting in exotic places. Members no 
charge (but please book), guests £5. 
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TUE 17 JULY COACH TRIP 

Waterperry Gardens Oxford 

Waterperry Gardens was 

home to a renowned 

horticultural college 

between 1932 and 1971.  

Over the past twenty 

years the gardens have 

developed and grown, 

and many new projects 

have been undertaken 

and completed, including 

the Formal Garden, the 

Mary Rose Garden, a 

Waterlily Canal and the 

Long Colour Border. 

Beautiful trees, shrubs and flowers, secret corners and long vistas make this a 

garden well worth visiting. 

 

SUN 12 AUGUST PLANT SWAP & LUNCH 

At Smeatharpe, Honiton 

 

SAT 15 SEPTEMBER 50/50 PLANT SALE & LECTURE 

At West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield 

Plant sale commences at 10:20am, Lecture at 11.00am.  

Julian Sutton - “How the Flowers Became” 

       

Many of you will be familiar with Julian who, with his wife Sarah, runs Desirable 

Plants, a mail-order nursery based in Totnes.  In this lecture, Julian will be looking 

at the nature of flowers, their form, colour and even their biological 

behaviour.  The lecture includes a series of fascinating stories surrounding the 

evolution of floral diversity, including the origin of flowers themselves, all 

illustrated by garden-worthy plants. 
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WED 19 SEPTEMBER  SELF-DRIVE VISIT 

Midney Gardens  Somerton 

The garden at Midney was started in 2009, with the aim of creating a place which 

people would want to visit and enjoy.  Nine years on, the garden offers visitors a 

chance to experience a plantsman’s garden of exceptional quality.  Subtle themes 

and a natural planting style draw the visitor from one garden area to the next and 

each area has its own character.  The onsite nursery specializes in herbaceous 

plants, alpines, grasses and herbs – all organically grown.  Refreshments available 

in the tearoom. 

 

 

SAT 20 OCTOBER LECTURE 

At West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield, 10.30am for 11.00am.  

Dr. Laura de Beden - “Create a garden as a work of Art” 

Laura is a landscape architect and garden designer whose talks are always well 

received and interesting.  In this design masterclass, she will be discussing spatial 

composition, ideas and materials, demonstrated by simple yet effective practical 

examples.  Discover how the rich language of art applies to garden-making and 

how to relate this to your own plot.  This talk could change how you view your 

garden! 
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SAT 17 NOVEMBER AGM & LECTURE 

At West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield, 10.00am for 10.30am AGM and 
11.30am lecture.  

Keith Wiley - “Erythroniums and other Woodlanders” 

Anyone who has heard Keith speak or visited his garden, Wildside, will know what 

a treat this lecture will be.  An erythronium fanatic, he has raised and named 

several hybrids of his own.  As well as erythroniums he will be discussing the many 

other woodland plants that he adds to the mix, and showing how observations 

gathered from seeing plants in the wild helps him to provide the conditions they 

need.  Even if you don’t have an acre of woodland, most of us have an area under 

trees in our gardens where these plants can grow. 

 

 

 

 

A reminder about our cancellation policy.  There will be no refund of either coach or 

pre-paid entrance fees unless a replacement participant can be found.  The only 

exception will be for "serious" illness if the organiser is notified before the visit.  

Amounts of less than £10 will not be refunded under any circumstances. 

  

Cancellation Policy 
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After a delay on the motorway we arrived safely at Heligan to bright sunshine but a 

biting cold wind.  It is some time since I’ve been to the gardens. what I remembered 

was the vegetable garden laid out with perfectly straight rows and no weeds and a 

section of the garden where you walked along narrow paths amongst the plants.  

This visit the ‘stand out plant’ was Euphorbia mellifera which was growing rather well 

in several parts of the garden.  I think they had been pruned as the lower stems were 

mostly bare of leaves but this does mean space for other plants.  The buds of  

Nectaroscordum siculum subsp. bulgaricum (Bulgarian honey garlic in the Alliaceae 

family) were ready to burst into flower.  I’m not sure about the honey but I could 

definitely smell the garlic. 

There was life in the veg garden.  But of 

course, the cold weather has delayed growth 

and many plants were still in the cold frames.  

We admired the beautifully trained fruit trees 

against the walls and the peach in the 

greenhouse. 

The section with the narrow paths and more 

exotic plants that I had remembered was 

rather overgrown. A sign apologised for the 

unkempt conditions, but the area was due for 

major redevelopment later in the year. 

The most beautiful part was along the 

Sunken Lane.  Primroses were in full flower 

along with campions, violets, English 

bluebells and unfurling leaves of ferns.  The 

banks are obviously human-made but I 

suspect most of this was self-seeded.  A better 

mix would be very hard to find.  We noticed 

(from the rope bridge) that many of the 

upper branches of the tree ferns were brown 

presumably damaged by frost/cold but 

hopefully they will recover.  Oh! I almost 

forgot - there were several very large Rhodos in flower.  Thanks to Janet and Sandra 

for organising the trip and to everyone for waiting patiently for us at Taunton. 

Caroline Reeves 

  

The Lost Gardens of Heligan 

Euphorbia mellifera 
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The 50/50 Plant Sale prior to the lecture at our September 

meetings continues to prove popular so we'll be repeating 

it this year.  The Group keeps half the money taken and 

returns the other half to the seller.  The hall will be open 

from 9.40am to 10.10am to receive your plants to sell.  

Please ensure that each one has two identical labels 

bearing the name of the plant, your name and the price.  

One will be removed so that the amount you are owed can 

be totted up and given to you at the end of the meeting, 

when you can also remove any unsold plants and your labels (tip: use pencil on labels 
so that they may be reused).  Selling will begin at 10.20am and finish at 11.00am. 

Offers of help with selling on the day will be most welcome. The Committee reserves 

the right to restrict the number of plants accepted for sale if demand and space so 

require.  However, this has not been necessary at our previous sales. 

Jane Hunt 

 

 

 

The rules of the competition are as follows.  Members are invited to bring a flower 

and/or a pot plant to each of our seven meetings at West Monkton Village Hall 

throughout the calendar year.  The entries will be judged by our guest speakers and 

the top three in each section will be awarded points: 3 for 1st, 2 for 2nd and 1 for 3rd.  

Points will be accumulated during the year and the overall winners will receive 

trophies to hold for a year. 

For the flower section the requirement is a single flower (usually displayed in a vase) 

if that is how the plant grows, e.g. a narcissus or a dahlia.  If it is a flowering shrub, for 

example with clusters of flowers along the stem, then it is the whole stem that you 

display.  The point is that it is not a flower arranging exhibit, so multiple blooms or 

stems are not what we are looking for.  If you are an Ikebana fiend then you'll know, 

of course, that even a single bloom may be displayed very artistically! 

For the pot plant section much the same rule applies. The 

requirement is for a single plant in a pot.  For a plant that naturally 

produces little offsets all around the central growth, as many 

succulents do, you do not have to remove all the offsets! 

50/50 Plant Sale, 15 September 

Flower and Pot Plant of the Month Competition 
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Chairman: 
Roy Stickland 

01934 843280 

herongates@hotmail.com 

 

Herongates, Horseleaze Lane 

Shipham 

WINSCOMBE 

BS25 1UQ 

 

Secretary: 
Jane Hunt 

01934 732441 

hunt.frogshole1@btinternet.com 

 

Frogs Hole Farm 

Brinscombe, Weare 

AXBRIDGE 

BS26 2LH 

 

Treasurer & Newsletter Editor: 
Stuart Senior 

01823 442344 

stuart_senior@msn.com 

 

Court Barton, Bull Street 

Creech St Michael 

TAUNTON 

TA3 5PW 

 

Speakers: 
Ruth Boundy 

01823 668678 

rubyfield@btinternet.com 

 

5 Greenway Road 

Rockwell Green 

WELLINGTON 

TA21 9DE 

 

Pauline Foster 

01823 410019 

fosterpauline@hotmail.com 

Longfield, Coombe 

West Monkton 

TAUNTON, TA2 8RB 

 

Visits etc: 
Sandra Macqueen 

01934 843363 

sandra@enamelsandra.co.uk 

 

105 The Lynch 

WINSCOMBE 

BS25 1AR 

 

Visits etc: 
Janet Murley 

01884 820840 

janet.murley@btinternet.com 

 

Marigold Cottage 

Whitnage 

TIVERTON 

EX16 7DT 

 

Maralyn Norman 

01823 975899 

beaconview@yahoo.co.uk 

Buckwell House 

Buckwell 

WELLINGTON, TA21 8TE 

 

Membership Secretary: 
Caroline Reeves 

01963 351269 

carolineofcc@gmail.com 

Colt Cottage 

Clanville 

CASTLE CARY, BA7 7PQ 

 

 

Committee 


