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Editorial 

Hello, and welcome to the Somerset HPS January 
newsletter. This is my first time editing the Somerset 
newsletter and I’d like to take the opportunity to thank 
Stuart Senior for all his hard work and help.   

To introduce myself, I worked as a professional gardener in 
Hertfordshire and went on to qualify as a garden designer 
in 1995.  Since moving to the village of Wootton 
Courtenay (near Minehead) in 2017, I have been busy 
renovating our house and tackling the overgrown 
wilderness that surrounded it.  I have been Editor of 
Cornucopia for two years, and I am also an Assistant County Organiser for the NGS.  
My hobby is lino-cut printmaking but, with the demands of the garden, that’s 
currently a winter occupation.  My husband, Bill Hodgson, runs the SHPS website. 

One of the reasons I wanted to move to the West Country, apart from a familial link 
(the graveyard in Wedmore is full of my mother’s ancestors), was the higher rainfall.  
My garden in Herts was steep and free-draining, filled with drought-tolerant plants, 
and I relished the idea of trying something new.  So what did I get last summer?  A 
busman’s holiday!  The salvias and verbenas I had brought with me flourished again. 

I am very pleased to announce that Sally Gregson has offered to write a regular 
column for the Newsletter.  In this issue she examines the sumptuous Benton irises, 
bred in Suffolk by Cedric Morris in the 1940s and ’50s.  Their soft, painterly colours 
and elegance of form have inspired artists and gardeners alike, and they deserve to 
be more widely grown.  

Well, we may be in the depths of winter but eternal optimism is in every gardener’s 
DNA; as far as we’re concerned, the next season is always going to be better than 
the last.  Boots on, secateurs at the ready and seed-packets on standby, folks. 

Chairman’s Letter 

This issue of the newsletter marks both a beginning and an end.  I am delighted that 
Marion Jay has taken over as editor.  This is the first issue in her capable hands.  
Since she is erstwhile editor of Hertfordshire Group newsletter, and also editor of 
Cornucopia, she already has excellent credentials for the job.  For me, this is my last 
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Chairman’s Letter; perhaps it should have been titled ‘Ex-Chairman’s Letter’, since 
my tenure came to an end at the AGM in November before this newsletter was 
issued.  As I write there is still no one in sight to take over.  I would like to hope that 
by the time the newsletter comes out this will have been resolved, as it is vitally 
important to maintain the momentum of the Group. 

Writing this piece after a couple of fairly heavy frosts at the end of October, the  
scorcher of a summer seems a very distant memory, but what a scorcher it was!  In 
my last letter I was talking about a cold, late spring followed by alternating periods 
of warmer and colder weather.  Once summer really began, however, it was 
unrelenting – the hottest for forty years.  Generalisations are of limited significance 
since the extent to which our gardens suffered will vary, depending on soil type and 
moisture retention, aspect, microclimate and whether you were lucky enough to 
benefit from the showers that (allegedly) occurred.  My exposed site with thin, 
gutless soil certainly made for a very difficult summer, not to say an expensive one.  I 
have a water meter!  The dryness lies deep and it will take a lot of rain to restore low 
level moisture levels. 

Keeping plants in pots alive was a 
nightmare, but some plants in the 
ground seemed to defy the conditions.  
Among the least likely, bearing in mind 
the significance of water in its name, 
was Hydrangea quercifolia;  in full sun 
and growing in some of the worst soil 
in the garden it flowered magnificently, 
whilst only ten feet away a purple-
leaved form of Corylopsis shed its 
leaves and died.   With the arrival of 
autumn the hydrangea excelled again; 
its autumn foliage is always well 
coloured but this year the rich purplish-
mahogany hue has been outstanding. 

A couple of hard frosts were forecast and that sent me scurrying to get tender 
plants under cover.  This is usually a bit of a put-and-take exercise, since it entails 
stripping tomato plants out of the green-house, tidying up and spraying the inside 
with Jeyes fluid before other plants can be brought in.  It is, however, a good time to 
reflect on how good the pot display has been and, particularly this year, how well it 
coped with the hot dry conditions.  

A stalwart over the last 5 years or so, has been Erythrina crista-galli.  It is in just about 
the largest pot we can get through the greenhouse door, and the trunk at the base is 
about 5”-6” in diameter.   Each February it is, in effect, pollarded to about 2ft, and 
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each summer it makes new growth of a little 
over 3ft, at the end of which it carries its rich 
red, pea-like flowers.  In its native habitat in 
South America it is a tree that thrives in riverine 
situations so I try to ensure copious watering.  
Despite this, the new growths have been much 
shorter than usual and the flowering less 
spectacular, but still impressive, if a bit bleached 
in the hot sun.  Repotting in fresh compost is 
imperative for next year.  It is a spiteful, spiny 
thing and getting it out of the pot and replacing 
the compost will be an interesting challenge! 

Smaller, and much easier to manage, are two 
Cuphea; one annual (C. insignis) and the other 
perennial (C. caeciliae).  The annual is easy from 
seed and five plants in a shallow 18” bowl make 
a fabulous show.  The perennial is more lax in 
growth but the individual orange flowers are 
larger and slightly reminiscent of phygelius – if 
you don’t push the analogy too far!  Winter protection is required, but propagation 
is easy by softwood cuttings in late summer, particularly in the hydroprop.  Both are 
rewarding to grow and cope well with a heatwave, provided you keep on top of the 
watering.  I wonder how many of you picked up on any of Brian Hiley’s 
recommendations when he spoke to us in March, and whether they lived up to his 
promise?  Let us know what your experiences have been. 

At the October meeting I said that I would continue to manage the plant fairs for a 
year or two, but with someone to work in parallel before taking over from me.  I 
have been delighted that Sally and Peter Gregson have come forward and are 
already becoming involved in the arrangements for 2019, with a view to taking over 
completely for 2020.  With their background as nursery owners and previous 
experience in running plant fairs, the job could not be in better hands. 

As I take my place on the back benches, I know I shall miss the stimulus of a job that 
has given me the freedom to seek out opportunities and get to know a lot of 
wonderful people, both locally and at national level, and above all to have a lot of 
fun.  The committee are used to keeping me on the straight and narrow when I get 
carried away with a crazy idea, and have been hugely supportive over the last 
twelve years.  We have been a great team.  The rest of that team remain to carry on 
the good work, and I must thank them for putting up with me all this time.  There has 
also been enthusiastic support from members, who have pitched in with jobs 
ranging from preparation of the Nursery List, launching and running the Plant of the 
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Month competition, helping at plant fairs, growing plants for sale (we can still do 
better on presentation and proper labelling, so please keep up the good work!), 
helping in the kitchen, on the book table and on the reception/raffle table and 
generally tidying up after meetings, etc. These things do not go un-noticed and all 
deserve my thanks. 

Members without internet access will not have seen the website update that was 
published immediately following the AGM, but I want you to know how 
overwhelmed I was by the generosity of the send-off you gave me and for which I 
cannot thank you enough.  The HPS has given me a very great deal and it is good to 
have been able to put a bit back. 

It remains only for me now to sign off for the last time as your Chairman. 

Best wishes to you all, 

Roy Stickland 

Your HPS Group Needs You! 

It was with sadness that we said goodbye to Roy as our Chairman last November.   
Roy’s are big shoes to fill, but we do need a Chairman if we are to maintain the 
integrity of the Group, so please consider volunteering.  There is plenty of support, 
and Stuart and Jane are always available with advice if you should need it. 

In addition, Janet Murley and Sandra Macqueen will be standing down at this year’s 
AGM, after many years organising and running the outings for the Group.  This is an 
opportunity for a couple of friends to join forces and take the reins as Trip 
Organisers; you would decide which gardens to visit and when.   

Each HPS post need only be held for three years, so please bear in mind these roles 
are not open-ended commitments. 

        

New Members 

A big welcome to all the new Somerset Group members: 

Pam Merther, Kingston St Mary             Joy Roscoe, Watchet  

Caroline Green, Huish Champflower       Angela Stonton and Martin Faulkner, Horton  

Jim and Mary Shurmer, Street             Wendy Burley, Crowcombe 

Nena Carter, Taunton              Liz Thompson, Cheddon Fitzpaine 

Phyllis Jones, Creech St Michael             Suzanne Jones, Lower Weare 

 5

Marion Jay



Subscriptions 

Just to remind you that subscriptions for 2019 are due this month.  The cost 
remains the same, at £5 for single and £8 for joint membership.  It is easiest to pay 
by standing order but for those who prefer to pay by cheque, the usual payment slip 
is included with this Newsletter.  If you would rather pay Caroline, our Membership 
Secretary, direct, you can do so at the next lecture meeting. 

Please note that to be a member of our Somerset Group, you are required to be a 
member of the National Hardy Plant Society.  A Somerset Group membership 
cannot be issued without a National membership number.   National subscriptions 
can be renewed on the National HPS website - http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk - and 
you can subscribe to Cornucopia at the same time.   

Alternatively, you can pay by BACS transfer online to the Somerset Group bank 
account: 

Bank Branch:  NatWest, Bridgwater 
Account Code:   Hardy Plant Society (Somerset Group) 
Sort Code:    60-03-27 
Account Number:  46429956 

Please remember to quote your Somerset Group membership number  
(it’s on your membership card and also on your Newsletter envelope). 

In accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation 2018, please be advised 
that your full membership details are stored electronically.  For full details of the 
Somerset HPS GDPR policy, go to bit.ly/shps-privacy 

Cornucopia 

Cornucopia is a twice-yearly magazine which brings you the pick of the best articles 
from the HPS Local Group newsletters.  Recent topics have been diverse and 
fascinating, from the botanical paintings of Marianne North to advice on how best 
to grow meconopsis, the Himalayan blue poppy.  You can browse articles from 
previous issues online at this address:  bit.ly/hps-cornucopia 

Cornucopia is a snip at only £3 a year (incl. postage), and subscriptions are currently 
soaring, so don’t miss out.   Subscribe when you renew your membership, or call 
Clare at the Administrator’s Office, 01386 710317, to subscribe separately.  
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The Lost Gardens of Heligan -  2nd May 2018 

I was possibly the only person on the trip to 
Heligan who had never visited the garden before; 
I hadn’t even seen the television programme from 
some years back.  It was very fortunate that I 
found Tim Smit’s book on Heligan on our book 
stall a month before the visit.  It was so helpful to 
read it and find out how he happened to be there, 
and the story of the garden’s creation. I had also 
chanced upon a guide to Heligan in a map box in a 
charity shop, which gave details of a suggested 

route and everything one needed to know.  With these in hand, I could make the 
most of my visit - I was prepared. 

We were severely delayed getting from Taunton to the Tiverton pickup.  Those of us 
from Taunton were OK - we were at least on the bus - whereas the Tiverton people 
had a two-hour wait.  It was an organiser’s nightmare, deciding whether to proceed 
or not.  The bus driver was most accommodating to our needs, including making 
coffee while we were held up on the motorway. 

Entering Heligan, the most impressive sight for me was the height of the 
rhododendrons; they were the size of trees.  There were huge rhododendron 
bushes too, definitely the biggest I have seen.  As we visited in early May after an 
unusually wet cold spring, the kitchen garden was yet to burst into life, but it was 
immaculate and evidently ready to prove itself as a first class kitchen garden.  The 
remarkable transformation of the buildings from the illustrations in the book to 
their restored glory could be enjoyed without the kitchen garden in full productive 
mode, anyway.   

It was a revelation to me how hidden the ravine / jungle area was from the top 
garden near the house. How did those early pioneers in 1990 - Tim Smit and his 
team - feel when they found it?  The Victorian creators may have had a large task 
constructing it, but the restorers had an even larger one, plus the eye-watering 
expense of doing so much work.  It was fascinating to be in the jungle I had heard so 
much about.  Admiring the planting, with its huge bamboos and tropical-looking 
foliage, I was also inspired by our party, some of whom I know are over 80, striding 
up and down like 20-year olds. 

Despite the travel difficulties, it was a good day out and I found the gardens lived up 
to their great reputation. 

                    Penny Berry 
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Iford Manor - 20th June 2018 

Coach trips with our group are always 
fun, but this one turned out to be extra 
a d v e n t u r o u s b e c a u s e t h e d a y 
produced an unlikely number of traffic 
problems, with delays, diversions for 
roadworks and accidents, and finally a 
wrong turn into one of Bradford-on-
Avon’s picturesque but very narrow 
dead-end streets, where the bus 
b e c a m e e f f e c t i v e l y t r a p p e d .  
M e r c i f u l l y, t h e g r e a t s k i l l a n d 
unflappable good humour of our driver 
Steve saved the day again and again, so 
we reached our target and returned 
home, tired but un-traumatised! 

The target, Iford Manor, was of 
particular interest to me, because I’d 
visited it once more than fifty years 
ago and had memories of beautiful, if 
partly derelict and overgrown, 
terraces where mysterious carvings 
were half-hidden in shrubbery, and 
there was an amazingly romantic 
atmosphere.  This area is thick with history, from the Romans through busy 
centuries of monastic settlement, cloth making and milling, so it was poetically right 
that Harold Peto (1854-1933), architect, garden designer and connoisseur of 
beauty, who himself had a deep sense of history, should have made his home here 
from 1899.  He created the gardens to give full rein to his ideas, and to house his 
extraordinary collection of statuary and translocated decorative garden buildings. 

It was acceptable, and probably much admired in Edwardian times, to travel Europe 
(and beyond) buying choice works of art; the idea of national intellectual rights had 
barely been conceived. Now times have changed, and the collection here could 
never be assembled again.  Thankfully, it is now in excellent hands.  After some years 
when the place became dangerously neglected (as I remembered), it is now in the 
care of the Cartwright-Hignett family, who look after it with love and energy, and 
understand the principles of its creation well enough to extend and develop some 
parts with imagination. 
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The gardens occupy a 
series of terraces built 
into the steep sides of 
the valley behind the 
house, which presides 
over the picturesque 
bridge across the River 
Frome.  The tall figure of 
Britannia on the para-
pet was placed there by 
Harold Peto, who then 
gave her to the County 
of Somerset to guard 
this road in perpetuity! 
There are treasures - 
I t a l i a n , B y z a n t i n e , 
Roman and Oriental - 

among plants and shrubs, and punctuating more open spaces.  Many original 
plantings still exist in the form of woody plants, but visitors can also now enjoy the 
results of excellent gardening skills and modern plant selections.  The longest 
borders, along the Great Terrace, showed an unusually restrained palette, with 
flowers in blues and mauves, some grey foliage forms, and a bedding salvia from the 
nemorosa group with delicious deep maroon spikes.  The effect was calm and 
supremely elegant – it was a pleasure to see such an imaginative and successful 
example of ‘less is more’ – and of 
course this set off the wonderfully 
decorative buildings and colonnades 
to perfection. 

Peto’s design ideas were by no 
means ‘classical’.  He worked for the 
same firm as Lutyens for a while, and 
s h a r e d h i s r e s p e c t f o r l o c a l 
materials, and for vernacular detail.  
Iford even has a Japanese garden, 
high up on the wooded valley side.  
This is quaint and peaceful, if not the 
most striking part of the garden, but 
one of the principles of Japanese 
design - the concept of shakkei 
(literally ‘borrowed landscape’) - is 
fundamental throughout the Iford 
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g r o u n d s . G l i m p s e s o f t h e  
surrounding country, the river, fields, 
other areas of the garden, the house 
and surrounding buildings, all occur 
everywhere at subtly differing scales, 
from wide outlooks to a surprise 
focus on a single feature. 

History here has so much detail, 
from prehistory to Peto’s own 
creations, and now to the new 
artistic elements being introduced by 
t h e c u r r e n t i n c u m b e n t s . I t ’ s 
impossible to cover it in this brief 
report, but I would encourage 
anyone who loves history, art, 
gardens and Somerset to go to see 
this amazing place. Just skimming 

through the guidebook suggests thrilling sights: Cloisters, the Ambulatory, the 
Casita, the Blue Pool… and every area is full of arcane, strange and beautiful objects.  
If you are lucky enough, as we were, to have a tour of the private garden below the 
road, there are charming new features here, such as the delightfully funny topiary 
furniture and animals.   

Even wearing my strict botanist hat there were thrills; the famous, and now very 
rare, Bath Asparagus, Ornithogalum pyrenaicum, still grows wild round here, and can 
be seen on the drive and in the 
natural woodland areas of the 
gardens, sometimes delight-
fully growing with martagon 
lilies, introduced 400 years 
ago and still flourishing. 

Visiting charming Bradford-
on-Avon is a good outing, but 
going the couple more miles to 
Iford Manor can make such a 
day one of a lifetime. 

Ro FitzGerald  
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Snappers enjoy the living sofa

The playful Topiary Garden.  Note the statue of 
Britannia on the bridge, to the left



Waterperry Gardens - 17th July 2018 

This was on my list of gardens to visit, so I was really pleased to see a trip had been 
arranged.  Beatrix Havergal and her partner, Avice Sanders, established the School 
of Horticulture for Ladies at Waterperry between 1932 and 1971.  The first five 
years were spent clearing the site and building glasshouses.  During World War II, 
Land Army girls joined the team and Dig for Victory courses were held, to teach 
people how to grow their own food.   

Once we had negotiated our way through the maze of the sales area we entered the 
gardens and walked along a shady area called the Virgin’s Walk towards the famous 
herbaceous border.  The border was backed by a high wall carrying wisteria and 
several roses and generally followed the ‘tallest at the back, shortest at the front’ 
layout.  It was pretty impressive, with statuesque eupatorium at the back and 
various hardy geraniums at the front.  Support was discreet, in the form of twiggy 
branches.  They had evidently been watered, as the plants were doing well.   

I particularly liked the Buphthalmum salicifolium (yellow ox-eye), the flower 
resembling a dandelion on a two-foot sturdy plant (now on my want list), and the 
subtle combination of a pale pink sidalcea, a white veronicastrum and a lilac-hued 
campanula.  Thankfully most plants were labelled,  which I always appreciate. 
Across the path was a soaring group of scotch thistles, Onopordum acanthium.  
These are spectacular biennial plants with silvery, slightly felty, winged stems and 
typical thistle flowers.  I can recommend them, but they are painful to work around.  

The herbaceous nursery stock beds were interesting.  There was a very colourful 
bed screaming for attention at one end, which turned out to be rows of hemerocallis 
in bloom.  Not something you would think of putting in a garden, but if you have 
space it would be wonderful.  A few of the early asters were flowering, and this bed 
would be well worth a view in autumn, to compare the various plants.  

The formal garden was planted with box hedges and topiary cones.  Flowers of 
ageratum and annual salvia mixed with small grasses for a cool look.  Another cool 
area was a well-designed white border with a weeping birch, white dahlia, 
agapanthus (just coming into bloom), a shrubby potentilla and plenty of green 
foliage to balance the picture.  On the way out through the walled garden we saw 
some of the Waterperry National Collection of Porophyllum and Ligulatae saxifrages.  
The plants were not at their best in July, possibly due to the high temperatures.   

The plant centre was unusual in having two sections, one containing plants 
propagated from the garden, and one of brought-in plants.  I did fall for a Knifophia 
‘Nancy’s Red’, coral rather than red, in the (brought-in) plant centre. 

         Caroline Reeves 
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Midney Gardens - 19th September 2018 

David Chase and his partner, Alison Houghton, started the garden at Midney in 
2009, working around a few established trees and shrubs to create a plantsman’s 
garden, with a sequence of interlinked lawned circles forming a series of garden 
rooms, each with their own theme. The effects of the summer’s drought were 
evident in the garden, but there was still plenty to see.  

The Seaside Garden had a sea of morning glory flowing over groins and shingle, a 
treasure chest bursting with treasure, a deckchair, a beach hut and cane fish flying 
over the sea.  We realised it was going to be a quirky garden!  There was a Butterfly 
Garden with large metal butterflies in the trees, and a Fire Garden incorporating old 
paraffin stoves among the red themed borders. 

We moved on to the Kitchen Garden where cabbages were planted in old 
wheelbarrows, and the Sleep Garden, with lavender occupying an old double bed.   
Climbing plants were hosted not by obelisks, but old on-end bicycles: recycling to 
the extreme.  We passed under heavily-laden quince trees to the Egyptian Garden, 
complete with temple, and an Oriental Garden, each one full of plants from those 
parts of the world.  The Gin Garden, planted with juniper and almond trees, had a 
good supply of – sadly empty – gin bottles embedded in a circle.  

An enormous polytunnel housed the World Gardens, with plants ranged all around 
the walls and a little tropical beach-style bar to one side.  A mannequin at the 
entrance, labelled Gloria, was introduced as our air hostess with Midney Airlines, 
we ‘took to the skies’ and flew around the world: our first destination, Morocco, 
with its pineapple broom, tamarisk and teucrium and two lovely deep blue salvias, 
then further into Africa with agapanthus, kniphofia, phygelius and osteospermum.  
Through China and Japan, with forests of bamboo, fatsia and jasmine, and then 
across the ocean – beware the lobster and the sea urchins – to Australia, Tasmania 
and New Zealand, where grevillea, cordyline and bottlebrush grew under a canopy 
of eucalyptus.  Picking and eating the overhead grapes, we moved on to California 
with its fremontodendron, palms, Californian poppies and zinnias, and on to South 
America, characterised by Mexican lily (Beschorneria yuccoides), yucca and the 
nectarine orchards of Argentina. 

We all sat in the sun enjoying tea and Alison’s home-made cake, and revelled in the 
happy thoughts of a quirky garden, made by a man with a passion for plants, who - 
two days later - was to be found taking cuttings, fifteen to a pot in sharp sand - 
‘forget this five round the edge nonsense’ - ready for next year’s visitors.  A happy 
afternoon.   

                        Maralyn Norman 
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2019 Programme 

All lecture meetings are held at West Monkton Village Hall (TA2 8NE) and are free 
to members (except for the Group Plant Sale in April).  Non-members are welcome, 
at a modest charge of £2 per person.  Doors open at 10.30am and tea/coffee and 
biscuits are available before the lecture.  The Group has a plant stall and a book stall 
at most meetings, plus a ‘Plant and Flower of the Month’ competition. 

Further programme details may be found on the website, which is updated 
whenever fresh information is released.  Location maps or directions will be 
supplied once a place on a trip, or ticket for an event, has been booked.  

 Information on how to book is at the end of the Programme pages. 

Saturday 19th January – 11.00am                                 Lecture 

Jo Hynes – ‘The Winter Garden: Why Stay Indoors?’ 
Jo holds the National Collection of Cyclamen in her garden in Dolton, near RHS 
Rosemoor, and with borders full of hellebores and more than 300 named snowdrop 
varieties, plus a great many winter flowering shrubs, she is an inspiration to other 
gardeners who want to brighten up those bare-boned winter months. 

Plants for Sale 

Saturday 16th February – 11.00am                                Lecture 

Nick Wray – ‘Microclimates’ 
Nick is the Curator of the recently re-established Bristol University Botanic 
Garden.  In this lecture, he will show us how to identify garden microclimates and 
describe how these can be manipulated to create better growing conditions for a 
more diverse range of plants. If you’ve ever wondered how botanical gardens 
manage to successfully grow plants from all over the world, don’t miss this talk! 

Saturday 16th March – 11.00am                  Lecture 

Mary Payne MBE – ‘Grasses and Perennials Make Good Companions’ 

Mary is a celebrated garden designer, horticultural consultant, broadcaster and 
writer  who has won Gold at both Chelsea and Hampton Court.  Horticultural 
advisor at the renowned naturalistic gardens of Compton Acres in Dorset and Lady   
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2019 Programme (Mar-Apr) 

Farm in Somerset, in this talk she will be sharing her wealth of knowledge about 
grasses and prairie-style gardening in general.   

Mary may be bringing plants for sale; check the website Programme for updates. 

Saturday 23rd March  10.00am - 4.00pm 

HPS Somerset Early Spring Plant Fair 

East Lambrook Manor   

Admission £3.50  (£4 for non-
members) 

One of the highlights of the Somerset Group 
year, the Early Spring Plant Fair at East 
Lambrook Manor is not to be missed.  Set amid 
the pretty cottage garden created by Margery 
Fish, 20 of the best nurseries in the southwest 
will be offering a delicious variety of plants, 
guaranteed to bring colour and charm to your 
spring borders.   

Refreshments available in the Malthouse Cafe on site. 

Full details will be posted on the Somerset HPS website in January.  

Saturday 13th April – 11.00am                  Lecture 

Kevin Hughes – ‘Joy in the Spring Garden’ 
Kevin recently purchased Cally Gardens in Scotland, previously owned by the 
esteemed plant hunter, Michael Wickenden.  Kevin is renowned for the interesting 
range of plants that he has collected, bred and developed, many of which are not 
well known or widely available.  As many of you already know, he is an engaging 
speaker and a veritable mine of information.  In this lecture, he revels in the fresh 
green foliage and jewel-like flowers of spring. 

Plants for Sale                  www.callygardens.co.uk 
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2019 Programme (Apr-Jun) 

Saturday 27th April     10.00am - 12.30pm 

Group Plant Sale 

West Monkton Village Hall, Monkton Heathfield  

Admission £1 

Members can contribute to the Plant Sale in two ways:  (a) take a table in your own 
right, or (b) grow plants to donate to the Group table.  If you want your own table, 
please contact Roy Stickland (details on back cover).  The charge will be £5, payable 
on the day.  This will be waived if you commit to donate all your takings to charity.  
There are only 16 tables available and it’s first come, first served.  If you have good 
quality plants to donate to the Group table, just bring them along on the day.  

Clear and accurate labelling is vital - customers are far less likely to buy a plant 
when they can’t identify it - so please put the genus and species or variety on the 
label, if you know it.  If you don’t know the species or variety, then the genus and 
flower colour would be better than nothing.  

Wednesday 15th May 

Coach Trip to Wildside Garden and Nursery 

Wildside is one of the most exciting gardens in England, drawing ecstatic reviews 
from visitors.  Keith is an energetic proponent of a 'new naturalism' movement in 
gardening, and has sculpted the landscape to create different habitats for plants 
from around the world. Ros Wiley is an artist, and her influence is evident 
throughout; the planting has rhythm and verve, and the rich colours catch the light 
to stunning effect.  The visit includes a guided tour of the garden with Keith. 

http://www.wileyatwildside.com 

Sunday 9th - Friday 14th June 

Somerset HPS Trip:  The Gardens of Southern Ireland 

To celebrate the Group’s 25th anniversary, we will be taking a 5-day trip to Ireland 
by luxury coach.    

Full details on page 22, or go to the SHPS website: https://somersethps.com/ 
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2019 Programme (Jun-Jul) 

Thursday 20th June 

Coach Trip to Sudeley Castle and Gardens 

Henry VIII's sixth wife, 
Katherine Parr, is buried at 
Sudeley, and the gardens 
reflect the castle's Tudor 
heritage.  Of nine individual 
garden areas, the centre-
piece is the Queen's Garden, 
famous for its abundant 
roses which are at their 
peak in June. There is a Knot 
Garden, designed according 
to a pattern on a dress worn 
by Elizabeth I, and also a 
Rare Breeds Pheasantry, 
conserving a variety of 
beautiful and gloriously-coloured birds.  The replanted Tudor Physic Garden would 
have originally provided the household with culinary and medicinal plants.  

There is a restaurant and a cafe on site. 

https://sudeleycastle.co.uk/gardens-exhibitions/ 

Sunday 7th July 

HPS Somerset Summer Plant Fair 

Lower Severalls, Crewkerne, TA18 7NX 

Admission £3.50  (£4 for non-members) 

The stalls at the Summer Plant Fair will be arranged outside the grounds this year, 
leaving the garden unencumbered for everyone to enjoy.  Features include a green-
roofed octagonal pavilion, a dry garden, a ‘giant living dogwood basket' and the 
independently run nursery, CB Plants.  It promises to be a great day out, so come 
and browse the stalls and snaffle a few unusual additions for your borders.   
Further details will be given in the June Newsletter. 
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2019 Programme (Jul-Sep) 

Tuesday 9th July 

Self-drive Visit to Newton House Garden, Yeovil, BA20 2RX 

T h e g a r d e n s o f t h i s 
Jacobean manor house are 
Grade II listed and slope 
down to the river Yeo. 
They  include an extensive 
walled garden, a 90ft-long 
g r e e n h o u s e , o v e r 7 0 
standard  ‘weeping’ roses, 
formal potager, mediaeval 
carp ponds, pleached limes, 
statuary and an orchard. 
The summerhouse, which 
has since been converted 
into a cottage, dates from 
1750 and was built as a 3-storey octagon with 2-storey flanking wings.  Newton 
House Gin, hand-crafted using botanicals picked from within the walled garden, and 
distilled on site, won Gold at the 2018 World Gin Awards in 2017.  

Refreshments available at the Tea Room, on site. 

http://www.newtonsurmaville.co.uk/gardens/ 

Wednesday 4th September 

Self-drive Visit to Prospect House Gardens, 

Axminster, Devon, EX13 5BH 

Early September is the perfect time to visit Peter Wadeley's one-acre plantsman's 
garden, when the late-summer display reaches full splendour.  Hidden behind high 
stone walls, bold plantings of crocosmia, rudbeckia, helenium, echinacea and 
ornamental grasses form swathes of shimmering colour.  Rare shrubs - many 
borderline tender - and over 200 varieties of salvia combine with breathtaking 
views across the Axe Valley to make this a wonderful private garden to visit. 

https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/garden/19061/ 
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2019 Programme (Sep-Oct) 

Tuesday 17th September 

Coach Trip to Bicton Park Botanical Gardens 

Once recognised as being one of the finest gardens in England, Bicton Park, near 
Exeter, is set on a hillside leading down to formal water gardens with canals, 
fountains, a small stream and a large lake.  A fernery and rock gardens are 
overlooked by a flint stone hut which houses a shell collection. The pinetum and 
arboretum boast over 1,000 trees, including 25 Champion Trees (exceptional 
specimens), and the drive to the nearby college is lined by an extraordinary avenue 
of monkey puzzles.   The semi-circular Palm House, built in the 1820s, predates the 
one at Kew by 20 years and comprises Tropical, Arid, and Temperate Houses. 

There is a restaurant on site. 

https://www.bictongardens.co.uk 

Saturday 21st September – 10.00am  (Hall opens at 9.30am)  

50/50 Plant Sale, followed by:                          

Marcel Floyd – ‘Clematis’             Lecture starts at 11.00am 

Marcel is the owner of Floyd’s Climbers and Clematis in Wiltshire, and has been 
growing award-winning clematis for over 30 years.  He will be demonstrating how 
to prune and take cuttings from various types of clematis, as well as advising on how 
and where to grow the different varieties.  All your clematis questions answered! 

Plants for Sale          www.floydsclimbers.co.uk 

Saturday 19th October – 11.00am                 Lecture 

Peter Cantrill – ‘Unusual Herbaceous Plants’ 
Peter runs the wholesale nursery Dayspring Plants near Exeter, which supplies 
plants to National Trust gardens, amongst others.  With a lifetime’s experience in 
the business, his horticultural knowledge is second to none, and the plants he brings 
to sell have been known to cause a rush to buy at the end of his lectures. 

Plants for Sale 
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2019 Programme (Nov) 

Saturday 23rd November – 10am for 10.30 AGM.                Lecture   

AGM, followed at 11.15am by:  

Tom Hart Dyke – ‘Tales of a Modern-Day Plant Hunter’ 
Tom Hart Dyke first shot to international prominence in the year 2000, when he 
was kidnapped in the Colombian jungle on a plant hunting expedition that went 
dangerously wrong.   His plant-hunting jaunts have taken him from the volcanic 
archipelagos of the Cape Verde Islands to down under in Tasmania, and from the 
Atlas Mountains in Morocco to the remote Mentawai Islands in Indonesia.   

Many of his collected plants are housed in the World Garden of Plants, which he 
created within a two-acre walled garden in the grounds of his ancestral home of 
Lullingstone Castle in Kent. This promises to be a talk woven with adventurous and 
exotic tales…and some fascinating plants. 

 www.tomhartdyke.co.uk 

Booking Information 

All coach trips and garden visits must be pre-booked with Janet Murley: 

Tel:  01884 820840  

Email:  janet.murley@btinternet.com 

If you would like to book places on any of these events and trips, please complete 
and return the entire enclosed Booking Sheet.  The Joining Instructions for each 
event will then be sent to you via email or by post.   

To receive the Instructions via email, simply fill in your email address on the Booking 
Sheet even if you believe I already have a note of it.  In addition to emailing your 
Joining Instructions, I will also email your booking confirmation.  Please print your 
name clearly, and remember to advise me of any change to your email address.   

To receive your Joining Instructions by post, please remember to send me TWO 
SAEs for EACH event you wish to attend. 

             Janet Murley 
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The Irises of Benton End 

When Sir Cedric Morris and his partner 
Arthur Lett-Haines set up the East Anglian 
School of Painting and Drawing in 1937, they 
wanted to bring their collective experiences 
to young, aspiring artists.  They hoped to 
share their talents, and perhaps escape the 
ominous rumblings in Hitler's Germany. 

Throughout those momentous changes in 
Europe, and for the next 40 years, they 
created a bohemian, creative space that 
fostered the talents of their students.  There 
was little formal art education.  Students 
were left to 'get on with it’, while either 
Cedric or Arthur (‘Lett', as he was called) 
popped in to give constructive comments on 
painting. 

After their first house in Dedham, Suffolk 
burned down in 1939, they moved to Benton 
End, Hadleigh.  It was a rambling, ramshackle, 
Tudor house with plenty of room for studios 
and student bedrooms, set in three and a half acres of wilderness.  At first Cedric 
made a productive vegetable plot to fill the cooking pots of Lett's kitchen, then he 
gradually transformed the remainder into a plantsman's garden.  Bulbs, irises and 
roses filled the spring and summer borders. 

Every weekend their long refectory table hosted artists and friends, gardeners and 
students, bringing stimulating conversation and raucous humour.  The food was 
exceptional despite the rationing.  The aroma of coffee and garlic filled the kitchen, 
and the scent of fresh flowers was everywhere. 

The great gardeners of those post-war years came to visit: Nigel Scott, Christopher 
Lloyd, Vita Sackville-West and Beth Chatto, among many others.  Beth describes 
her first visit to Benton End.  They entered a large ‘barn of a room…pale pink-
washed walls rising high above us were hung with dramatic paintings of birds, 
landscapes, flowers and vegetables whose colours, textures and shapes hit me as 
though I were seeing them all for the first time’. 

In Nigel Scott, Cedric found a fellow enthusiast who worked daily in the garden until 
the light failed.   
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By the early 1950s, Cedric was selecting Tall 
Bearded Irises from among the 1,000 seedlings 
they raised each year.  He loved the ‘soft, bruised 
colours’ of his Benton Irises - a world away from 
the American Bearded Irises of today - and grew 
them ‘en masse, like the Van Gogh painting, with 
one jostled against the next’.  He was the first 
person to breed a pink bearded iris, I. 'Edward of 
Windsor', which is still available from nurseries 
today.  

Cedric Morris died in 1982, four years after Lett 
had passed away.  But his irises live on in the 
gardens of his friends and those who attended 
the Red Cross Open Days that he held each 
summer, where he sold off his surplus seedlings 
and named divisions.  Morris was buried at 
Hadleigh Cemetery, his grave just in front of that 
of his friend and partner, Arthur Lett-Haines.  
The inscription reads 'Sir Cedric Morris Artist 
Plantsman 1889-1982’.  His reputation still 
stands as one of the most inspiring artists and 
plantsmen of the 20th century. 

A few years ago, Sarah Cook, lately Head 
Gardener at Sissinghurst, found by chance a 
plant of Iris 'Benton Nigel' growing in the borders 
there.  It evoked memories of her visits to 
Benton End as a child with her mother, in those 
far-off days of Red Cross teas.  She was smitten.  
She started to collect them, and discovered that 
there had been 90 different 'Bentons'.  By 2015 
Sarah had found 25 of them when, in 
cooperation with Howards Nurseries, she staged 
a display at the Chelsea Flower Show.  It wowed 
all comers.  The Benton Irises had found a new 
following in the 21st century. 

          Sally Gregson 

For a list of Benton Irises stocked by Sally, visit 
www.millcottageplants.co.uk 
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HPS Somerset Group Visit to Ireland 2019 

As most members will be aware, we have a trip to southern Ireland arranged from 
9th to 14th June, by luxury coach. Our tour operator is SwanTours of Devon 
(www.swantours.co.uk) who have offered us multiple pick-up points en route, so 
hopefully no-one will have to travel too far to meet the coach.  

We will be staying in three star hotels: the Wilton Hotel, Bray for the first four 
nights, moving to the Maldron Hotel, Wexford for our final night.  There will be a full 
programme of garden visits, including Jimi Blake's Garden, ‘Huntingbrook’, June 
Blake's garden, Carmel Duignan's Garden, Corke Lodge Garden, Dublin Botanical 
Gardens (Glasnevin) and Mount Usher Garden. 

Many of you have already booked your places on the holiday but we need to firm up 
on numbers, so if you are going to book please do so without further delay. There 
may still be places available nearer to the departure date but it can’t be guaranteed.  

The cost of the holiday will be £535 per person sharing a twin or double room.  
Some single rooms are available at a supplement of £135 per person. This is on a 
half board basis.  The cost includes all entrances and admissions (there may be a 
very small increase to cover one additional garden visit), luxury coach travel and 
return ferry crossings. Insurance is available at an additional cost of £30 per person. 

£50 deposit is required per person booking: cheques made payable to ‘Hardy Plant 
Society Somerset Group’.  Please send to Jane Hunt, Frogs Hole Farm, Brinscombe, 
Weare, Somerset, BS26 2LH with the following additional information per person: 

1. Full name (as on passport) and title 

2. Date of birth and nationality 

3. Room type required (single, double or twin) 

4. Pick up point required (see www.swantours.co.uk) 

5. Travel insurance required?  Yes/No 

6. Any special requirements? (dietary, wheelchairs/walking aids, ground floor 
room required, etc) 

7. Your email address or a stamped addressed envelope. 

Friends and relatives are welcome to join us for this holiday.  Please just ensure that 
I receive their details as above, plus address and phone number with their deposit. 

Contact me if you have any questions and I will try to help you. 

                      Jane Hunt 
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Chairman Newsletter Editor
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01643 841486
info@somersethps.com

Secretary Visits & Events
Jane Hunt Sandra Macqueen
01934 732441 01934 843363
hunt.frogshole1@btinternet.com sandra@enamelsandra.co.uk
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Brinscombe Janet Murley
Weare 01884 820840
Axbridge BS26 2LH janet.murley@btinternet.com

Treasurer Plant Fair Co-ordinator
Stuart Senior Roy Stickland
01823 442344 01934 843280
stuart_senior@msn.com herongates@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary Publicity
Caroline Reeves Pauline Foster
01963 351269 01823 410019
carolineofcc@gmail.com fosterpaulineh@gmail.com

Speakers Website
Maralyn Norman Bill Hodgson
01823 975899 01643 841486
beaconview@yahoo.co.uk info@somersethps.com
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(Bred by Lorna Jones of Hertfordshire Hellebores)  
© Bill Hodgson
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